
WE ARE COMMITTED TO  WORK CLOSELY  WITH OUR COLLABORATIVE  PARTNERS TO  
ULT IMATELY  GROW OUR POPULATION AND F ILL  JOBS IN  2017  AND BEYOND:  

The K-64 Learning Initiative: This is a proposed long-term partnership between Catawba County, our three school 
systems, Catawba Valley Community College, the Catawba EDC and the Catawba County Chamber to prepare students 
for the workforce by helping companies connect with students at a young age and reinforce the value of life-long 
learning.  This transformational plan contains a holistic approach to developing talent from kindergarten to 
retirement in the areas of access to technology accompanied by training, soft skills immersion in our elementary 
schools through character development programming, work-based learning opportunities, an emphasis on STEM 
education, and expanded customized training academies and educational pathways for industry.  

Small Business & Entrepreneurship: The goal is to continue to partner with local government and the robust 
network of small business resources within Catawba County to ensure a business-friendly and supportive climate for 
start-ups, entrepreneurial growth and expansion, and business competitiveness success. In addition, we will continue 
to deliver pertinent programs and events which serve as the platform to grant our Shareholders and Investors and 
their employees access to influential business and community leaders, providing the opportunity to build new 
relationships, increase their network, and which enable them to connect their business locally and regionally.  

Community Branding & Marketing: We are committed to working in collaboration with local government and other 
stakeholders through the process of identifying our community’s brand and executing a comprehensive plan to sell 
our community, both within and outside our borders, as the great place it is to live and raise a family, work and learn. 

Veteran Recruitment:  Over 25,000 service members transition into civilian workforce each year from a base within 
North Carolina.  It is a priority of ours to explore this opportunity, in collaboration with the Catawba EDC, on behalf of 
local employers to recruit this top talent, advocate for a community culture that is supportive and inclusive to veterans 
and serve as the platform to open doors to enable local employers access to this valuable talent pool.  

Community Familiarization & Engagement: The Chamber is committed to serving as the platform to familiarize and 
connect prospective and recently relocated talent to our greater community. 

The Leadership Network of Catawba County: We will continue to serve as the organization that fosters a pipeline of 
community leaders, from elementary school to young professionals to our top executive leadership, who are actively 
engaged in making a significant positive impact on Catawba County. 

Product Development: We will support the Catawba County EDC efforts and advocate for the development of 
public/private initiatives to build competitively priced buildings & sites suitable for business location & job growth. 

Community Development: Economic development success comes as much from building a vibrant community, in 
addition to a talented workforce and a pro-business climate.  We are committed to creating and supporting initiatives 
that build a more competitive, prosperous region. 
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About the Catawba County Chamber of Commerce:  The Catawba County Chamber of 
Commerce is a non-profit business membership organization representing 850 business 
Shareholders and Investors in Catawba County, NC.  Our organization executes critical 
economic and community development initiatives that lead the way for business 
competitiveness success, fostering the creation and filling of jobs, and developing community 
leaders at all levels in Catawba County.  We aim to serve as the strong pro-business voice, 
advocating for free enterprise and working alongside local government to ensure a friendly 
business environment that is needed for all business in Catawba County to grow and sustain.  


